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N e w s B r i e f s 

RSSA closure 
Regiona! Supply Suppori 

Valdcz Barracks, is 
tor business until Mar, 
requisilions will be ac-

Juring this period, 

e extinguisher use 
rommunity members are re-

I thai fire extinguishers 
ud according to the typcs 

iia- on vhich ihey wouid bc 
•*osl eftective. The types of fires 
*re categori/ed by Ictter: 

A — papcr. cloth. wt>od. 
«her ordinary malerials 

B — gasoline, grease, oil. 
flammable liquids 

(' — live clcdrical equipmenl 
Propcr extinguisher piace-

mcnt is cxtrcmely imporlant to 
fighting flrcs. Naturally. a per
son will use the extinguisher lo-
tatcd nearest to the fire. The 
Stuttgart l).S. Army Fire De
partment adviscs cveryonc lo 
check that the corrccl typc and 
size of fire extinguisher is placcd 
within closc proximily to any 
potenltai hazard. 

For assistance or any typc of 
fire prevention informaiion con
tact Ihe Fire Department at 420-
6277 or 421-6677. 

Tax exempt policy 
GSMC residcnts seeking tax 

relief from the German value 
added tax are reminded 
thai a new fec policy wiil go into 
cffcct Mar. I . This policy in-
creases the fee for processng tax 
relicf requesis lo $4.00 per re-
quest- As peviously reported by 
the Cil!7cn. the fcc mcrcase was 
dircctcd by HQ. liSAREUR 
duc lo a budgci shonfalt in ihc 
14% tax rclief program through-
oui USARFUR. 

Women's week 
March marks the beginningof 

Womcn"s Hislory Monlh and 
Federal Women's Week. This 
year"s Iheme is "Heritage of 
Slrcngth and Vision," 

The GSMC Federal Women"s 
Program has revised ics program 
for Federal Womcn*s Week. Ils 
highlighi will now be a Special 
dinncr celebratton at Robinson 
Barracks Community Club on 
Mar. 8 at 6:30 p.m. The dinner 
will feature guest speakcr, Brig. 
Gen. Myrna H. WilUamson. 
Depuiy Director. Militarv Per
sonnel Management. Office of 
the Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Personnel. Washington, D,C. 

Oklahoma eleetön 
Residents of Oklahoma are 

eligibte to volc in a special 
statcvvide eleclion concerning 
reducing the length of the legis-
laiive session. Members of the 
U.S. Armed Forces may request 
ballots for ali clections in the 
calendar year by sending a com-
pleted federa! post card applica-
tion to the county election 
board by ihe Wcdnesday before 
the eleclion (in this case Mar. 8). 
The FPCA should bc mailed as 
early as possible to ensure a re-
ceipt of ali ballots. 
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Ground breaking renovations 
spark USO leap into future 

phoiD by Bub Gonsalves 

(From left to right) Frau Hildegard Goehrum, Chaplain (Ccl.) Theodore Hepner, Char les Howell, Gunther Bunz and 
Jurgen Nettelman took over the blueprints for the new USO facility. The USO (United Service Organization) is a non-
profit, volunteer organization that has supported millions of U.S. Armed Fo rces personnel over the past 45 years. 

by Steve Snyder 
Stuttgart Citizen staff 

Ground-breaking took place Tuesday 
morning at the Robinson Barracks Shop
ping mall marking the beginning of con-
struction on what will be one of the most 
modem and largest USO facilities in the 
World. 

GSMCs new USO lounge is slated to 
be fully operalional by the end of this 
May. Renovations lo the 300-square-
meter space, formerly occupied by a coat 
store, will cosi approximately $250,000 
and greatly expand Ihe USO"s ability to 
execule ils mission. 

Hislorically, that m iss ion hasn'i 
changed. 

"We iry lo make it easier for the sol
diers to feel ai home and not so out of 
place" in a foreign land, according to 
Director of GSMCs USO, Charles How-
ell. 

Howell noles tht the USO is shifting 
its emphasis from serving only single sol
diers to including services designed to 

benefit the entire family. "We do things 
for children thai the old USO never 
did," he said. At the same lime, USO 
won'l duplicate services offered by other 
organizations. 

The spacious environs within the new 
USO facility will contain a special lounge 
for mothers and children. Infants can be 
fed there while the lounge promises to 
provide mothers with "an oasis of peace 
away from shopping," Howell said. 
There will also be a general lounge avail-
able for servicemembers to watch TV 
and read or write letlers unconslrained 
by the atmosphere of a barracks. VCRs 
and long-distance telephone facilities to 
Ihe States will be available, too. 

Translation services will be offered to 
those desiring minor transactions in Ger
man. The USO's language courses in 
basic, conversational German will con-
tinue in the class/conference room. USO-
sponsored tours wil l be scheduled as fre-
quently as ever bul with the added ad-
vantage of being organized out of a much 
larger office — the information and re-
ferral service. 

According lo Howell, the USO ai RB 

had five or six different lounges in differ-
ent places over the last half-dozen years 
bul nothing approaching the scale of the 
new building. He calls it "precedent sel-
ting." 

Traditionally. USOs in Europe have 
operated on a shoestring while statesidc 
lhey've received good financial suppori. 
Howell credits generous contributions 
from many large U.S. and German cor-
porations, along with Financial supprort 
from local govemments, in making 
GSMCs new USO possible. He also 
credited the excellent support the USO 
received from the GSMC Commander 
Maj. Gen. James B. Allen, Jr., who allo-
cated the high-visibility space for the 
USO lounge. 

Local support should not be surprising 
since GSMCs USO has always em-
phasized German-American relalions. 
Informal language courses, sponsorship 
of inler-cullural events, and lours have 
been USO iradilions, here. Currently, 
USO offers the Steppin' Out tours geared 
to orienling the military community to 
German cusloms and local evenis. Ev-
erything from a guided tour of the 

See USO on Page 4 


